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Fantastic progress on new 
hospital for Wentworth 
 
Construction on the Wentworth Health Service Redevelopment has advanced 
considerably as the countdown to completion begins. 
 
Internal finishes, including floors, ceilings and joinery    
are continuing, including paint finishes throughout. The 
commercial kitchen has been installed, and the 
Communications Room is now complete. An Inpatient 
Unit Prototype Room has been completed for testing 
the final equipment layout and quality of installation.  
 
Landscaping, road and car park works are well 
underway, with all kerbs and pavements finished.  
External cladding is complete, with external louvres 
now being installed. Electrical, mechanical and 
hydraulic services are being fitted off, and external 
CCTV cameras are being installed.  
 
Transition planning is underway with staff so they will 
be ready for the move from the old hospital to the new 
one, with staff orientation and training and scenario 
testing in the new spaces to commence soon. Signage 
and artwork have been finalised and are now being 
prepared for installation.         

 
Project Director Gert Halbgebauer said everyone is 
excited to see the new hospital so close to completion 
after years of planning and designing the new facility, 
followed by construction over the last 16 months.  
 
“Building a new hospital is a complicated process, and 
it’s been wonderful to have the local staff and 
community along for the ride from the beginning.  
 
“To see the new hospital, which is so unique to 
Wentworth, come alive is a testament to all of the hard 
work over the last few years by everyone involved,” he 
said.  
 
The new hospital is expected to be completed in the 
next few months, when demolition of the old hospital 
will take place.
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Aerial view of the finished structure 
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Vale Denise McCallum 
It was with much sadness that the Wentworth Health 
Service Redevelopment project team learnt of the passing 
of our highly esteemed team member Denise McCallum 
earlier this month.  

 
From day one, Denise was the project’s biggest champion, 
and her passion and drive for a successful outcome for the 
project played a key role in its success to date.  

 
As a former nurse and General Manager, Rural and Remote 
Services for the Far West Local Health District, Denise was 
dedicated to improving health outcomes for rural 
communities through her work.  

 
She will be missed and fondly remembered by everyone who 
was fortunate to have the opportunity to work with her on 
this project.  

 
Our thoughts go out to Denise’s family, friends and 
colleagues at this time. May her memory live on.    
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History celebrated as new replaces old 

The current Wentworth Hospital has been a part of the 
landscape and history of the Wentworth community for well 
over 80 years, and while there is much excitement about the 
new hospital, the legacy of the original facility will live on for 
all to enjoy.  
 
The heritage of the hospital will be respected and reflected 
through the relocation of the many existing honor plaques, 
as well as a carefully curated heritage display featuring 
historical photographs and medical equipment. 
 
The project team were delighted to be recently contacted by 
Stuart Morris, whose parents, Dr J Ross Morris and Dr Gladys 
W Simpson, were doctors in the very early days of 
Wentworth Hospital. Stuart was actually born at Wentworth 
Hospital and delivered by his father! 
 
Stuart has kindly provided a series of newspaper articles 
and photographs, as well as the narrative behind his parents’ 
story, some of which is shared below with his permission:  
 

 
Dr J Ross Morris and Dr Gladys W Simpson, Doctors at Wentworth District Hospital 1946-1970  
 
In early 1946, after serving in the armed forces as doctors 
during the Second World War, Ross Morris told his wife, 
Gladys Simpson, that he had found a medical practice in 
Wentworth, New South Wales.  The previous doctor, Dr 
Chenery, had retired some 20 twenty months earlier and had 
been replaced by another, who had only lasted 10 months 
before abruptly leaving.    
  
Ross told Gladys that Wentworth would suit him, as it was 
warm, there would be plenty of fruit and the practice would be 
challenging. 
 
Gladys wrote about coming to Wentworth: “The home and 
practice were in a closed down bank building, there was no 
sewerage, no hot water service, no gas, no refrigerator, one 
fire stove for cooking, and an open fire for heating in winter.  It 
was also back to the copper and troughs for the washing.  It 
was hot, there were mosquitoes and cockroaches, and I didn’t 
think we could stay, but as it happened we were there for over 
twenty four years.”  

 
Why did they stay?  Gladys wrote: “I think it was because Ross 
was happy with the type of medicine there, he was on his own 
apart from me, there was a local district hospital virtually at 
our sole service, with operating and maternity facilities and 
because, before you could say “Jack Robinson” we were 
involved in local affairs.”  
 
Ross and Gladys started their stint in Wentworth with an 11-
month-old daughter, Meredith.  Over the next 24 years, they 
delivered 1,481 babies at the Wentworth hospital. My brother, 
Lindsay, who was born in September 1947, was one of those.  He arrived pretty quickly, before the local doctor 
(Ross) arrived at the hospital. When it was my turn, in July 1950, Gladys insisted that Ross not waste any time and 
he arrived and delivered me, albeit in his pyjamas and with one half of his face shaved and the other not.  My 
younger sister, Laurel, was also born in the Wentworth hospital in December 1952, though I doubt that she was 
delivered by a half shaven man in his pyjamas!  
  
 

Dr Gladys W Simpson  

Stuart Morris 



 

 

 
The Wentworth Hospital was central to our lives.  Every morning Ross would conduct a round, checking on every 
patient.  In those days GPs did operations like tonsils and appendices. Ross was the surgeon; Gladys was the  
anaesthetist.  In 1956, when Ross was both the principal town doctor and the mayor, the hospital was threatened 
by the great flood.  Levee banks surrounded the hospital, turning it into a virtual island, with the access road a 

thin isthmus connecting it to dry land.  Ross led 
the defence telling the Herald Sun in Melbourne 
“We are staying put … we can save the 
hospital!”   
 
In 1979 a plaque was unveiled at the Wentworth 
hospital honouring the service given by Ross and 
Gladys to the hospital and to the people of the 
Wentworth district.  
  
Stuart Morris  
Son of Ross Morris and Gladys Simpson  
March 2025  
 
 

 
 

 
Excerpt from “Nursing as it was!” from the Wentworth District Hospital Souvenir Centenary Booklet 1885-1985: 

Plaque honouring Dr Morris and Dr Simpson, August 1979 



 

 

Local Council reps tour site  
Representatives from Health Infrastructure, Wentworth Health Service and the Wentworth Health Service   
Redevelopment project team took Wentworth Shire Council Mayor Daniel Linklater, General Manager Ken Ross and 
Councillors on an internal and external tour of the construction site of the new hospital earlier this month. 

 
Council representatives took the opportunity to ask questions about the new facility and how it will improve the   
provision of health services in the Wentworth community. 

About the redevelopment 
 
The NSW Government has committed $30 
million to providing comprehensive, accessible, 
culturally welcoming and consumer friendly 
health care services to support the needs of the 
entire Wentworth community. 
The new Wentworth Health Service includes: 
• A 19-bed Inpatient Unit 
• Primary Ambulatory Care 

(Community Health Services) 
• A new Urgent Care Centre 
• A palliative care suite, which includes an 

inpatient room with a private terrace and an 
adjacent family lounge with views to the river 

• A dedicated space for families which opens 
to a central, shared courtyard 

• A gym with access to an outdoor courtyard 
• Outdoor spaces and landscaping, including a 

Yarning Circle and native plants. 

For more information  
T: (02) 8838 8889 
E: HI-Wentworth@health.nsw.gov.au 
W: wentworthredevelopment.health.nsw.gov.au 

Artist’s impression 

Artist’s impression 

 
Health Infrastructure, Far West Local Health District and Wentworth Health Service acknowledges 
the Traditional Custodians on whose lands the redevelopment project stands and pays respect to 
the peoples of the Barkindji Nation, the Traditional Owners of this land. 

Members of the project team with the Wentworth Council reps         
at the entrance of the new health service building 
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